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1 6o Annan's Account of a Skeleton. 

XXII. Account of a Skeleton of a Large Animal, found near 
Hudfon's River. By the Rev. Mr. ROBERT ANNAN. 

Boflon, December, 1785. 
S I R, 

'The following Narration was drawn up, foon after the difcovery 

therein mentioned, ivas made. But my removal from the 

State of New-York to this town had fo deranged my papers , 

that, for a long time, I 'was afraid it had been loft. If you 

think it worthy a place in your curious collections, it is at 

your fervice. 

Robert Annan. 

IN the fall of the year 1780, whilfl I refided in the ftate 
of New- York, on the banks of a fmall river, named the 
Walkill, about feventy miles from the city of New- York, 
and fifteen miles in a perpendicular line on the weft fide of 
Hudfon's river, a young man, whom I had employed' to 
drain a deep and wet fwamp on my farm, digged up the re- 
mains of a very furprifing animal, without taking notice of 
any thing except the grinders. The bones were become Co 
foft, that the fpade cut them almoft as eafily as the clay. 
After breaking one of the grinders, he threw them on jthe 
fide of the ditch ; and being a ftranger to contemplation, 
took no further notice of the matter, only on coming home 
at night, faid among the fervants, that he had found fome 
ftrange ftones in the ditch. I heard nothing of the affair at 
that time : but within a day or two after, went out to fee 
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the work, and djfcovgred the grinders. I brought them 
home, ordered them to be warned -, and, placing them in 
the order in which I fancied them to have flood in the ani- 
mal's jaw, fat down aftonifhed, mufing over them for a con- 
fiderable time. That fame day I fent for a gentleman in 
the neighbourhood, a native of this country, and who had 
travelled much through it, to know whether ever he had feeu 
any fimilar to them. He was as much aftonifhed as myfelf. 
We went to the fpot, and fell, eagerly to digging. We 
found a large number of bones, but mutilated, rotten, and 
broken. It was impofiible to handle many of them, with- 
out breaking them. We found the vertebrae or joints of 
the back, lying in a row, as they had been when the animal 
was alive : but the line, in which they lay, run out into 
the ditch, when all was marred ; and in lifting them up they 
broke. We then difcovered on one fide of them, near to 
where they began, what we fuppofed to be the loin joint. 
We worked very carefully about it ; and got it up ; but it 
alfo fell in two pieces. On putting the pieces together, it 
meafured twelve inches in diameter. A part of the tibia of 
this remained ; from the cavity of which I extracted fomc 
thick v'ikid matter, refembling tar mixed with blood. We 
found another bone of a fpherical form on one fide. And 
though cut through by the fpade, fo as the cut encroached 
on the fpherical part, its diameter meafured fix inches. It 
appeared to be the convex part of a joint ; though more 
oblate than is common in other animals. The grinders 
were four in number. All belonged, it is probable, to one 
jaw ; two to one fide of the mouth, and two to the other. 
W The 



1 62 Annan's Account of a Skeleton. 

The two innermoft were exactly alike, and alfo the two 
outermoft, or thofe which had been placed next the fore 
teeth. Each of the innermoft meafured three inches and a 
half in breadth, and four and a half inches in length. Each 
of the two outermoft meafured in length, rather more than 
feven inches, and in breadth, fomewhat more than three and 
an half inches : but declined in breadth towards the fore- 
teeth. Two of thefe grinders had loft the cor, and nothing 
■emained but the hard hollow ivory cafe. The other two 
retained each fo much of the cor as was above the gums, in 
which were apertures for the infertion of the nerves* ; the 
largeft of thefe apertures with difficulty admitted the point 
of my little finger. Thefe grinders are exceedingly indent- 
ed. One deep furrow runs the whole length of them -, 
andj when placed two and two, as they muft have ftood in 
the jaw, there were four indentures, or furrows acrofs that 
long line, which divided the furface of each pair into ten pro- 
tuberanees, rifing in a pyramidical form, the perpendicular 
height of the higheft of which was about an inch and one 
tenth. I fhould here remark, that each of the innermoft 
grinders had four of thefe protuberances, and each of the 
outermoft fix : but fome of them were conliderably worn- 
down by the animal's grinding its food ; and it was eafy to 
perceive, not only on the fuperfkies, but alfo on the fides 
of fome of -them, evident marks of friclion j the innermoft- 
chiefly bore thefe marks. The protuberances are rough, 
and of a dark grey colour j but when fmoothed, by friction, 
appeared white and polifhed, as the fineft ivory. What 
could this animal be ? Certainly not a marine monfter, for 
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it lay above a hundred miles from the fea : unlefs we can 
fuppofe, that not many centuries ago, that part of the coun- 
try was covered by the fea. From the appearance of its 
monftrous grinders, it would feem as if it had been of the 
carniverous kind. A gentleman who came to fee the re- 
mains of it, told me, he had feen thefkeleton of an elephant ■, 
butthebiggeft joint in it. was much inferiour to what I 
have defcribed as the loin joint,; though it is probable, it 
had loft much of its magnitude. Doftor Michealis, physi- 
cian general of the Heflian troops, who, with fome other 
gentlemen, came to my houfe, after the peace, and before 
New-York was evacuated, in order to make further fearch 
(in which however, he was fruftrated, by heavy rains hav- 
ing fallen) faid he could not think it had been an elephant, 
asfaeing in his opinion, much larger. He carried fome of 
the bones to Germany with him. And others were fent to 
the mufeum in Philadelphia, kept by Mr. Semittien » aud 
iome were deftroyed by carelefs country people, whilft I was 
abroad. Shall we, fir, fuppofe the fpecies to be extin6i over 
the face of the globe ? If fo, what could be the cauie ? It is 
next to incredible, that the remains of this animal could 
have lain there fince the flood. May there not be fome 
of the kind yet furviving, in fome of the interiour parts of 
the continent ? Comparatively little of it has yet been explor- 
ed. Some gentlemen, with whom I have converfed, have 
luppofed that their extin&ion (as it is probable they are ex- 
tinct) is owing to fome amazing convulfion, concuflion, or 
cataftrophe, endured by the globe. But I know of none 
that could produce fuch an effect, except the flood. Earth- 
quakes 
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quakes might deftroy fome of them, but not all. And the 
remains of them have been difcovered in different parts of 
the world. His Excellency, General Wafhington, came to 
my houfe to fee thefe reliefs. ; He toid me, he had in his 
houfe a grinder which was found on the Ohio, much refem- 
bling thefe. And in the American Magazine of December 
1746, there is an account of a tooth and bones, of what the 
author calls an elephant, difcovered in England, which, I am 
perfuaded, rnufl have been of the fame fpecies. I fhall con- 
clude this narrative with the devout and rapturous exclama- 
tion of the Pfalmift " Great and marvellous are thy works. 
Lord God Almighty !" 

I am Sir, with much refpect, your mofr. 

obedient, and humble fervant, 

ROBERT ANNAN, 



"To ^'President of the America** 
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Academy of Arts <?/m?Sciences 

XXIII. A Defcription of a Horn or Bone, lately found in the River 
Chemung, or Tyoga, a weflern Branch of the Sufguehanna, 
about twelve miles from Tyoga Point : Communicated by the 
Hon. TIMOTHY. EDWARDS, of Stockbridge, Efq ■, in a 
Letter to the Rev. Joseph Willard, D. D. 

January, 1788. 

T is fix feet nine inehes long, twenty one inches round, 
at the large end, and fifteen inches, at the fmall end. 
In the large end is a cavity, two and an half inches in diam- 
eter, 



